
• To gain knowledge and understanding of character development

YEAR

‘To be a creative, confident, reflective performer’.

7
YEAR

From school 
to Stage

Key Stage Three Drama
Learning Journey

Get involved 
in the school 
production 

To portray 
character 

relationships and 
develop 

understanding of 
Shakespeare 

Horror

8

Heroes and 
Villains

Silent Movie
Blood Brothers

A Midsummers 
Nights Dream

Storytelling

Introduction to 
basic vocal and 
physical skills

What are vocal skills?

Drama conventions:
• Thoughts aloud
• Cross cutting

To understand how to 
read and analyse a 
script

Performance Skills:

Physical:

• Body Language
• Facial Expressions
• Gesture

Vocal 
• Tone of voice
• Projection 
• Clarity

What is 
exaggeration?

DIRTDIRT

To gain 
knowledge of 

stimuli and how 
we use stimuli to 

create drama

Extend knowledge of 
characterisation for pre-
existing characters

Applying vocal and 
phsyical skills

Romeo and 
Juliet

Lord of the FliesNoughts and 
Crosses

From stage 
to screen 

Introduction to 
characterisation, 

status and 
Melodrama

Physical skills:
• Body language
• Gesture
• Facial Expressions
• Proxemics
• Eye contact

Consolidate 
knowledge of vocal 
and physical skills

What are physical 
skills?

Understanding 
Drama 

conventions 
and devising

Drama conventions:
• Still Image
• Narration

Performance skills:
Physical skills:
• Levels
• Body Language
• Facial Expressions 

Gesture
Vocal skills:
• Pitch
• Pause
• Pace
• Tone of voice 

Projection & Clarity

DIRT

DIRT

What is Shakespearian 
language?

Physical Skills: 
• Eye contact
• physical Contact
• Levels
• Body Language
• Facial 

Expressions 
Gesture

Vocal skills:
• Intonation 

(emphasis) Pitch
• Pace pause
• Tone of voice
• Projection & Clarity

Exploration of 
Drama strategies 
and conventions

Develop 
understanding of 
Shakespeare and 
explore technical 

design skills

Exploration of 
genre and 

creating tension

Exploring issues 
through Drama 

and understanding 
Political genre

Developing 
knowledge of 

Drama 
conventions and 

explorative 
strategies

Exploring 
different 

acting styles 
and intention

To gain knowledge of 
explorative strategies:
• Hot seating
• Whole class Drama
• Teacher in role
• Improvisation

DIRT

DIRT
DIRTExtend 

knowledge of 
characterisation

How do we build 
tension in drama?

Drama Conventions
• Dramatic Irony
• Soundscape
• Narration
• Still image

Performance skills:
Physical skills:
• stillness
• stance
• Proxemics

• Vocal skills:
• Intonation (emphasis)
• Pitch
• Pause & Pace
• Tone of voice
• Projection & Clarity

Performance 
skills:

Technical 
Design skills

• Lighting design
• costume 

design
• set design
• sound design

What is a 
climax?

To gain 
knowledge of 
the Director’s 

role in theatre.

How can we write 
from the 
perspective of a 
character?

Drama Conventions:
• Narration
• Thoughts aloud
• Still image
• Slow motion
• Use of Mime

DIRT
DIRT

DIRT

To extend knowledge of 
explorative strategies

• Physical Skills
• physical Contact
• Levels
• Body Language
• Facial 

Expressions
• Gesture

Performance skills 

Get involved in the 
school production 

Performance skills:

Strengthen 
knowledge of 

English literature 
plays and 

playwrights

Vocal skills:
• Intonation (emphasis)
• Pitch
• Pause, Pace
• Tone of voice
• Projection & Clarity

Develop knowledge of 
creating performance 
with intention

Extend knowledge on 
devising with a stimulus

Drama conventions:
• Cliff hanger
• direct address
• cross-cutting
• narration

Where Next? 

KS4: EDEXCEL GSCE Drama 

KS5: BTEC National Extended 
Certificate

To develop 
knowledge of 
how to create 
new 
characters.

Performance Skills

To extend 
knowledge of 
devising scenes 
in Drama.

DIRT

Drama Conventions:
• Still Image

To gain knowledge and 
understanding of 
character development

Performance skills:
Physical
• Stance
• Proxemics,
• Eye contact
• Body Language

• Vocal skills:
• Intonation (emphasis)
• Pitch
• Pause & Pace
• Tone of voice
• Projection & Clarity

DIRT

Performance skills:
Physical skills:
• Proxemics
• Eye contact
• physical Contact
• Levels

Vocal skills:
• Intonation (emphasis)
• Pitch
• Pause & Pace
• Tone of voice
• Projection & Clarity

Drama Conventions
• Soliloquy
• asides

To gain knowledge of devising 
Drama with intention.

Physical skills:
• Proxemics
• Eye contact
• physical Contact
• Levels
• Body Language
• Facial Expressions
• Gesture

Vocal skills:
• Intonation (emphasis)
• Pitch Pace & Pause
• Tone of voice
• Projection & Clarity

Physical skills:
• Proxemics
• Eye contact
• physical Contact
• Levels
• Body Language
• Facial Expressions
• Gesture

Vocal skills:
• Intonation (emphasis)
• Pitch Pace & Pause
• Tone of voice
• Projection & Clarity

Detectives

Bronze Arts Award Part B: 
Review

Vocal skills:
• Projection
• Tone of voice
• Clarity

Drama 
Conventions:
Still Image 

Building on 
physical skills and 

understanding 
style

Performance 
Skills:
Physical skills:
• Levels
• Body Language
• Facial Expressions 

Gesture

Understand the style of 
mime

How can we be specific?

Performance skills:
Physical
• Stance
• Proxemics,
• Eye contact
• Body Language

• Vocal skills:
• Intonation (emphasis)
• Pitch
• Pause & Pace
• Tone of voice
• Projection & Clarity

Developing 
characterisation 

and knowledge of 
style

Gain knowledge of 
Musical Theatre as a 
style of performance

Drama conventions:
• Marking the 

moment
• Narration
• Thoughts aloud
• still image

Explorative 
strategies: 
Hot seating
• Conscience 

corridor

To develop understanding of 
scripted performance

Drama conventions:
• Marking the 

moment
• Narration
• Thoughts aloud
• still image

Explorative 
strategies: 
Hot seating
• Conscience 

corridor

To develop 
characterisation
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