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Section A: 

Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88 

 

1  Describe two features of the Elizabethan poor laws.  

(4) 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

(Total for Question 1 = 4) 
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2  Describe two features of the Elizabethan religious settlement.  

(4) 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

(Total for Question 2 = 4) 
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3  Describe two features of the Elizabethan education system.  

(4) 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

(Total for Question 3 = 4) 
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1  Explain why the first colonisation of Virginia failed. 

Your answer may include: 

• Native American resistance 

• The inexperience of colonists 

You must also use information of your own.  

(12) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



5 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

(Total for Question 1 = 12) 
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2  Explain why the Spanish Armada failed to depose Elizabeth and impose a new Catholic 

government in England. 

Your answer may include:  

• Communication issues 

• English naval tactics 

You must also use information of your own. 

(12) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



7 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

(Total for Question 2 = 12) 
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3  Explain why poverty increased in Elizabethan England. 

Your answer may include: 

• Enclosure 

• Population Growth 

You must also use information of your own. 

(12) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



9 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

(Total for Question 3 = 12) 
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Answer EITHER Question 1 OR Question 2. 

EITHER 

 

1  "The main reason for the voyages of exploration that were undertaken during Elizabeth I's reign 

was to fulfil colonists' desires for adventure and discovery." How far do you agree?  

You may use the following in your answer: 

• Sir Francis Drake and Walter Raleigh 

• Technological advances 

You must also use information of your own. 

(16) 

OR 

 

2  "Mary, Queen of Scots, was the main threat faced by Elizabeth I, 1558-68." How far do you 

agree? 

You may use the following in your answer:  

• Mary, Queen of Scots' arrival in England, 1568 

• the Crucifix Controversy 

You must also use information of your own. 

(16) 
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box. If you change your 

mind put a line through the box and then indicate your new question with a cross. 

 

Chosen Question Number  

Question 1        Question 2  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



12 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Answer EITHER Question 3 OR Question 4. 

EITHER 

 

3  "The Revolt of the Northern Earls was the most significant threat to Elizabeth I, 1569-88." How 

far do you agree? 

You may use the following in your answer: 

• The Babington Plot 

• The Spanish Armada 

You must also use information of your own. 

(16) 

OR 

 

4  "Elizabeth’s religious settlement was a broad success." How far do you agree? 

Your answer may include:  

• The Act of Supremacy 

• The Vestment Controversy 

You must also use information of your own. 

(16) 
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box. If you change your 

mind put a line through the box and then indicate your new question with a cross. 

 

Chosen Question Number  

Question 3        Question 4  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



15 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Answer EITHER Question 5 OR Question 6. 

EITHER 

 

5  "Poverty in Elizabethan England increased mainly due to changes in agricultural policy." How far 

do you agree? 

 

Your answer may include:  

• The enclosure system 

• Population growth 

You must also use information of your own. 

(16) 

OR 

 

6  "Philip II launched the Spanish Armada mainly as a response to Drake’s actions in the New 

World." How far do you agree? 

 

Your answer may include:  

• The Treaty of Nonsuch, 1585 

• The Papal Bull, 1570 

You must also use information of your own. 

(16) 
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box. If you change your 

mind put a line through the box and then indicate your new question with a cross. 

 

Chosen Question Number  

Question 5        Question 6  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



18 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 


